BELIEVE IT OR WHAT!

(MARK 16:14-20)
INTRODUCTION


Welcome to the second half of our look at the 16th Chapter of Mark.  If you weren’t here last week, don’t worry!  I’ll be touching on some of the same points, but I’ll be centering mainly on the last seven verses.  And it is within these seven verses that the most controversy comes.  Some contest that these scriptures say that we have the same abilities given to the apostles.  Some say that the baptism mentioned here is one by the Holy Spirit.  With just a few of these points in mind, I want us to recognize the central theme to what Christ teaches here—There is one way to heaven, and that is through His way or none at all.  Let’s read over the verses, remembering to keep an open mind and heart to the Word that God has laid down.

READ MARK 16:14-20

PRAYER

I.  PROBLEMS IN TRANSLATION

In most modern versions of the New Testament, the Greek word baptizo is not translated at all; rather, it is anglicized, i.e., it is brought from the Greek language into English, almost letter-for-letter. Why do you suppose this non-translating procedure has been followed?

A)  In reading Webster’s Dictionary,  the word “Baptize” comes from the Greek word “baptizein” meaning to immerse.  Reading further, it states 1.  to dip ( a person) into, or sprinkle with, water a symbol of admission into Christianity, or a specific Christian church.  Where did this come from?  Let’s take a look.


B)  The year was 753 AD and Pope Stephen II allowed some to sprinkle in case there was a shortage of water.  He confirmed and approved it, but only for necessity.  Then in 1311 AD, The RCC held a council at Revena and “legalized” sprinkling as a substitution for immersion.  After the protestant reformation took place, many Catholic traditions, teachings, and practices went with them.  So we have a problem here…we have come from the teachings of men instead of the teachings of the word.  Look at this word—Baptizo.  Let’s put the meaning up for us to remember.  Now go back to verse 16:16 and read it as the Greek states:


READ 16:16 (WITH IMMERSE)

That’s a bit of a difference then what we may have learned at some point and time isn’t it?  But that’s how Christ, not man, worded it!

II.  BAPTISM IS…

A) Let’s see what the scriptures say is necessary for a baptism:

1)  Acts 8:36--Water

2) John 3:23—Much Water

3) Acts 8:38—Going into water

4) Matt 3:16—Coming out of water

5) John 3:5—Birth

6) Rom 6:4—Burial

7) Rom 6:4-5—Resurrection

8) Acts 22:16--Washing

B)  Critics of Immersion have said that it is the grace of Christ that is all we have to believe in.  They sight John 3:16 as the only evidence we need to accept it.  But let’s have a look at this section.  Jesus is talking to Nicodemus about being born again.  The Pharisee wondered how one could be born again.  Let’s see some of the material that Jesus taught on this rebirth:

READ JOHN 3:5, JOHN 3:22, and JOHN 4:1-2

If immersion wasn’t essential, why was it emphasized so much in just this small of a section?  Obedience to Christ is all part of our life as Christians, otherwise, why believe in the first place.  And that’s exactly what Mark 16:16 teaches.

III  WHAT BAPTISM ISN’T…
A) Remember Bapitzo?  Well, to some, Mark 16 ok’s the use of these words.  Cheo and Rantizo.  Cheo means to pour water from a vile or pitcher over the head of someone.  Rantizo means to sprinkle with water.  The question remains here…If baptism is a death, and a burial as we have discussed,  then how can one say this manner is acceptable?  Can someone drown when water is poured or sprinkled over their head?  Not likely.  It’s like holding your breathe for a period of time.  Try it…eventually your body will force you to breathe.  Now try it underwater.  It’s not as easy.  Also, you can’t very well walk out of a sprinkle our pouring puddle can you?  Remember…much WATER IS NEEDED.  It has to be done as Christ wanted us to….Baptism is just a symbol, but a time line between being single in our sin and married to our Savior.  Colossians calls immersion “God’s Work.”  Just as the wedding ceremony is the uniting of two people into one body, it is God’s design to make immersion the end of one life, and the start of a new one.  

B) If God had said that sprinkling or pouring was ok, don’t you think He would have said it in the word somewhere?  The Greek word for the various use of water is Hudraino.  And there isn’t a single use of it in the scriptures for Baptism.  Simply put, if Jesus had wanted it that way, He would have commanded it!  Look at Matt 28:18-20. 

If God had wanted it, He would have said it!  He said Immerse and thus we should accept it as that.

C)  BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:  There are only 2 instances when the Holy spirit comes down.  And lets really zoom in on them.  1)  The Apostles.  In Acts 2, the Spirit descends on them and gives them the Helper that they had been looking for.  This was not the 120, nor the 3000, but the 12.  And if Jesus had practiced what he taught…and I think we all can agree that he did.  Weren’t these men already baptized?  Sure they were!  2) Cornelius.  He was a Roman, trying to understand who God was and Peter was sent to Him.  Look at acts chapter 10 closely.  READ 10:44-48.  The people were given a sign to those with Peter to allow the Gentiles into the Church.  The Holy Spirit did not in and of itself save them, their obedience to the Gospel did!  

IV. CONCLUSION

A) Baptism isn’t about getting a bath, making you look good in front of a congregation, or to join a denomination.  It is as simple as understanding that Christ is the Lord of our life, and as lord we should be obedient to HIS way, and not our own devises.  I have a couple of places left to look and you can rest.  Look at II kings the 5th chapter.  Read Verses 9-14 with me. 

READ II Kings 5:9-14

Why did Naaman have to go to the Jordan River?  Why plunge 7 times?  Because God’s work could not be accomplished unless Naaman completed his trust in God by acting in obedience.  

B)   Now for those that aren’t practicing what God does…is there a consequence?  You bet!  Read John 12:48-50.If we choose to follow Christ’s teachings, then we are good to go.  If not, then we are judged accordingly by Him.  Is that what we want?  For the one who is the authority of our Church to cast us out?  Remember the last part of Mark 16:16 from last weeks lesson?  He who disobeys will be condemned.  

C) Jesus as the son of God, knew what His Father required of Him and what He had to teach…otherwise redemption would have been impossible to complete.  When Jesus was immersed, he said it was to fulfill all righteousness.  If we are to be Christ-like, we too need to seek to fulfill righteousness—and that word means to be right with God.  If we seek to obey, we will find the answer to salvation, and it is as easy as His own words.

