BUILDING THE LORD’S TEMPLE
(I THESS 5:8-11, 14-21)

Last week, Bob preached on Christian Unity and how union does not mean unity.  I want to stay on the same mindset and talk to you folks about building unity through encouragement.  I want us to realize 1) what the Bible means by the word encourage, 2) why it is important for us to encourage one another, and 3) using these two terms in their context, show how to build each other, and the Church, up for the betterment of the Kingdom.

I think that too many times our brotherhood is so focused on the negative that we are blind to the positives that are all around us.  In essence, we have lost our zeal.  But if someone decides to preach about “the easy stuff,” they are often ignored.  In some places, if a minister gets on the subject of loving one another or lifting each other up, he is looked at as too soft or scripturally weak.  Today, I want us to stay tuned in, read the scripture with an open heart, and realize that we cannot grow, as Christians or as the Church, unless we keep positive.  
Turn to I THESS 5:8-11, 14-21
PRAYER
I  WHAT DOES THIS ALL MEAN

Of all the subjects Paul consistently gets into in his letters—love, false teachings, thanksgiving, etc.—the one that seems to stick out is his exhortation and encouragement of the saints.  In every letter, Paul manages to see beyond the faults of some of these early Christians, and build on the positive.  Does this mean that he doesn’t discipline them—no!  But what he does do is build them up and encourages them to continue to focus on what is most important, Jesus Christ.  

When a person is building a house, they have to start with the basics—a foundation and a framework.  They don’t start with the insulation, shingles, and siding.  Likewise, it is important that Christians realize that the foundation of Christ comes first, the framework of doctrine and love for one another second, and then we can work on tying them all together in unity.


When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, he had learned through Timothy that the church wasn’t prepared for the onslaught of persecution that was coming.  Nevertheless, the group, for the most part, had held steadfast to the doctrine that was taught to them by Paul and his companions.  Look with me at the very first part of the letter:
READ I THESS 1:6-10


These people were doing well, and Paul encouraged them to remain steadfast in the faith as they had and to remain focused.  But that was then, what about now?
A)  A WORKING DEFINITION

In the letter to the Thessalonians, Paul closes by first telling them to ENCOURAGE one another, and then gave them instructions on living.  So what is he getting at by saying this?  Today, the word encourage has grown to mean that we help pick some one up in a time of crisis.  However, this definition doesn’t quite hit the mark Paul is going for.

The Greek word is Parakaleo (Par-ak-al-eh’-o), which when broken down actually means “To Call Near.”  Man, that sounds so much more inspiring, doesn’t it—being on the same level.  We are not just to encourage those that struggle, but those that are succeeding, and working hard to add to the Kingdom.  Each and every one of us needs to be encouraged some time or another by those who are brothers and sisters in Christ.  
B) WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

READ HEB 10:23-25 

Anytime we are assembled together, we need to create an atmosphere of true fellowship, and not just be individuals sitting in a room.  We can accomplish this by keeping our focus on Christ, and encouraging each other to work for His betterment.  If we don’t, we may have someone that is starting to have difficulty not be willing to tell anyone for fear that we won’t understand.  This can lead to questioning one’s salvation, straying from Word, and quite possibly lead to apostasy or backsliding.

Christ, in fulfilling one of His many promises to us, has given us an Advocate/Encourager, the Parakletos—The Holy Spirit.  It’s no coincidence that verse 19 of I Thess. 5 tells us not to quench the Spirit!  A major part of His mission is to build you up to do the Father’s Work, but also to help you do the same for others.    His work is to be done in us the minute we step out of the baptismal pool.  Likewise, we are commanded by Christ to love one another as we love ourselves.  Keeping all of this in context, we must remember that it is the mission of the Church to be unified, edified, and pleasing to the Lord.  To do that, we must not prevent the Spirit to do His part in our lives and in the lives of others. 
C) HOW IT, AND US, ALL FITS TOGETHER


Now that we know unity and encouragement go hand in hand, I want to go over a few scriptures with you and show you how exactly these two components of worship come together to better the body of Christ.

READ I CORINTHIANS 3:15-16—

Each individual is a temple for God, each do a different thing, but all keep the mind of Christ.  Example:  Last Night’s Singspiration...People came together, performed different services and used different songs, instruments, etc. to serve the same purpose—to praise Christ. 
READ ROMANS 12:4-5—


Body has ability to fight disease, but has to work together.  Each part has a different function, but all must come together in order to take on the task.
READ EPHESIANS 4:4-6--

Unity comes as we rely on the Lord and each other, whom he has put together.  Example:  Simon the Zealot and Matthew the Tax Collector.  Two Men, two different worlds...one central focus!
II.  CONCLUSION

Isn’t it amazing how we all can work together to serve the risen Savior, and help one another along the way?  To have unity, we have to have Christ and one another.  I have heard so many people tell me that it isn’t important to go to a church building.  It’s true that the building doesn’t make the church, but that the hearts within are the very center of the body of the Church.  Unity is a must, and has been for centuries.  To have this unity, we have to not be afraid to encourage one another, to stick it out trough the good and bad times.  


It’s true that encouragement alone will not build a strong church.  Some churches function only to make people feel better about their condition.  That’s not what God intended.  True encouragement comes from following and adhering to His Word.  Giving our best to Him means more than just what we wear on Sunday—it means that we are to give him the best of our time, the best of our efforts, and yes, the best of our concern for those in need.  We don’t have to look far to find someone in need in our society.  All we have to is look next to us, and we can see someone that may need a little nudge to aid them in finding some truth that they seek.  It may be they just need someone to them they matter, or it could be someone needing to know that the Lord is there for them through it all.  Someone may be struggling with forces telling them that they don’t need to come forward and give the good confession.  They need that little boost that will aid them in that.  

I encourage you if you have a decision to make, that you will drop all the excuses, all the troubles, and place them at the feet of Christ.  Like there is only one faith, one hope, one baptism...there is only one plan of salvation and it doesn’t include the Sinner’s prayer.  Remember, encourage one another, build each other up, and in time, you will see the difference.

