STOP DATING CHRIST!
( EPH. 5:22-33)
I.  INTRO
When I started this message, I wrote and wrote, and found that I had wrote the equivalent of 3 sermons...the bad part was that I hadn’t finished.  After sitting in a class where we were taught about the great restoration preachers for 7 hours at a time, a 2 hour sermon seemed like walk through the park.  


A.  When it comes to being apart of the body of Christ, we


      might be tempted to think that we meet up here 3

 
      times a week, maybe do some visitation, and serve when we
 
      feel obligated.  But when we get into the meat of a 

      relationship with Christ, we can’t date Him a few days out

      of the week. We have to be willing to be committed 24/7/365.

B.  Although unity is the underlying point of the verses we will 


      go over tonight, I want us to take it, as Christians should do 


      their entire lives, and put it to another level.  This isn’t just 


      about us on a few nights, this is about each one of us with 


      Him every second of the day.

C.  READ EPHESIANS 5:22-33
(PRAYER)

II.  EPHESIANS AT A GLANCE
Ephesians has several good lessons in it, but I want us to hit on three of them in particular.  These three points all come together to form a successful marriage:

A.  HUMILITY  (5:22-24), cr. (3:6-10)


B.  UNITY (5:25-31), cr. (4:4-7)

C.  COMMITMENT (5:32-33), cr. (5:1-10)


1. HUMILITY—In Chapter 3, Paul expresses the loving



    grace of the Lord that was poured out to the gentiles.  


    Along with this grace, Paul states that we should 



    remain faithful and humble to Him who grants you

 

    salvation.  Paul, within the confines of the N.T., refers 



    to himself over and over as the least!  It’s amazing how



    the man, who referred to himself as a dulos, or slave, to



   Christ is viewed by us as one of the greatest evangelist


       
    to ever reach out to the world.  His humility before the 



    Lord is the answer to this. 



a.  Just as we should put the needs of others, 




      including our spouses, before our own, we need 




      to remember to do the same for Christ.



b.  When I think of humility for the Lord, I picture 




      Abraham, having received the gift of a son from 




      the Lord, and then being asked to give up that 




      very precious gift.  Nevertheless, the same 




     devotion that led him from his homeland, the 




     same instinct that lead him to believe that the 




     Lord would bless his barren wife with a son, now




     led him to know that all would be alright, if he 



   
     remained humble to his Master.



c.  Humility doesn’t make us weak, rather it builds 




     us closer to the Lord than we could ever imagine.  


     By submitting to His authority, we can easily



     move on to the next part of this marriage.



2.  UNITY—Bob and I have talked for some time now
 

     about unity in the body of Christ, now I want us to


     look at the other aspect of it.  I want us to really look 


     at our unity with Christ Himself.



a.  Remember in Genesis when Eve was made from 



     Adam?  Adam said:




This is now bone of my bones





Flesh of my flesh





She shall be called woman




Because she was taken from Man




     As Christians, we are the walking, talking part




     of  Christ in the modern world.  Moreover, as the 




     term woman came from man, so too the term




     Christian comes from Christ.  The last part of the 




     next verse after this section says it all—and they 




     shall become one flesh!



b.  We know we as Christians are the physical body 



      of Christ.  Moreover, we are one body with



      Christ as the Head.  If it’s one thing the early



      Christians focused on, it was this solid idea that



      we and Christ are married in body and Spirit.  




(LOOK AT EPHESIANS 4:4-7)



      Putting this together with our opening verse, as 



      well as what was taught in Genesis, we can all 




      see that this oneness is imperative to God and to




      us!  In order to enter into a full relationship, we




      must be willing to be united with Him.  That 




      word one seems to be very important to the Lord!



 c.  See how all of this fits so snuggly together?  




      From humility and respect comes unity, and 




      from unity comes the next segment in our



  
      relationship with Christ.



3.  COMMITMENT—Once we have a firm grasp of the


 
      importance of the other’s needs and seek unity, we



      then should seek to be committed.  Some would say 



      that unity and commitment are the same.  But this is 



      where the title of this message comes in.  



a.  EXAMPLE:  If you are in a dating relationship 




     with someone, there is a sense of unity—the idea 




     that you share a number of things in common, 




     but we are still unhindered and can go do our 




     own thing.  But in a MARRIAGE, there has to be 




     commitment—willing to each give 100%, and not 




     just 50/50!



b.  This is where the body of Christ often has 




      problems.  We all realize that when we are in the




      company of fellow Christians, that we are in




      solid fellowship, and are away from the allure of




      the world.  This unity helps build us up, and aid 




      us in getting through some of our struggles.  But




      what about after we meet?  Are we preserving




      our primary unity with Christ?  




c.  Commitment is best summed up in the verses 



     immediately before our opening verses.  Look at 




     5:1-10 with me.  



d.  Someone once said that imitation is the ultimate 




     form of flattery.  But here, it isn’t just flattering 



     to Christ, it is commanded of us.  To be 




     committed means to be single-minded, and who




     better than Christ to be that mind!  Once we 




     leave the assembly, we should actively seek what




     is pleasing in the sight of the Lord, and not just 




     say we’ll get around to it in time.  Time has 




     absolutely no meaning to Him.  He’s got eternity!




     But what do we have?  It is completely up to us to 




     take stock in our relationship with Christ.

III.  CONCLUSION


A.  There is one last aspect that is absolutely essential in order to have a marriage—LOVE.  Without love, there can’t be any need to be humble.  There isn’t any reason to seek unity, and commitment is unthinkable.  

B.  A hollow relationship is impossible to have with God.  Sure, we can come to the assembly, sit, listen to a lesson, sing some hymns, and go home, but this doesn’t constitute a relationship in the first place.  


C.  I want us to look at the Groom for a minute and evaluate just what this lesson entailed.  Christ, being humble and knowing the needs of His Bride, sought to reunite us with our Lord.  Denying His very own existence in the process, He committed His life that each member of His Bride’s body could know and love Him and the Father.  Moreover, He loves each and everyone without measure, and that is what makes up His 100% to this relationship.  What do you bring to the table?


D.  Are you humble, seeking unity with Him, and willing to commit to a lifetime of loving the Lord?  If so, you understand where I’m coming from.  And, like myself, you know  that there is always more that we can do to better the relationship.

E.  For those of you who may not have had a chance to be involved in the marriage, or have slipped away or even divorced yourself from the relationship, the time has come to accept Him as your Lord.  Remember I said that God loves that number one?  He offers one way to the Marriage Table.  Through the Word, we must follow the Biblical plan of salvation.  Having faith is first, but not all.  Along with it are repentance, confession, baptism by emersion, and that part that this whole message was based on—commitment to the continued growth in your relationship with Christ!

F.  If you have fallen away, remember, He still loves you, and wants you back!  I was talking to my district manager, a man that is still trying to figure out his relationship with the Lord.  He said that it is sad that we become so eager to get the new people in that we often overlook those who need it the most—those that are seeking answers and can’t find them that are within our own congregations.  It hurts to think that but it is so true.  Remember, seek to do what is pleasing to the Lord.  If you have a burden on their heart, please come to the front as we sing Hymn #________.
