The Call for Christian Love 

(Mark 12:34-40)

(PRAYER)

Introduction

In this scripture, we see that several members of various Jewish sects—Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes, experts of the Law of Moses, etc.--mounted an argumentative assault against Christ – with no success whatever, of course.  This particular instance includes a question that, in the eyes of the Pharisee lawyer asking, could produce evidence to press charges on the teacher from Nazareth for being a false prophet and heretic. 
A.    “What is the Greatest Commandment?”  Sounds like a tough one, but we sometimes don’t look at just how deep this was!  When we think of the term ‘Commandments’ in today’s terms, we think of the ten that God gave Moses to deliver to his people.  In fact, in the times of Jesus, the Jewish Rabbis declared that there were no less than 613 laws in the Old Testament.  Of these, 248 were positive in scope, 365 were negative.  For the Pharisees, this had to have been a moment of delight.  How could anyone label any of the laws as more important than the others?
B.   Jesus didn’t skip a beat.  He first replied with Deuteronomy 6:5, imploring that God’s chosen people were to love the Lord with all their heart, soul, and mind—to in fact live in love for the Lord.  He then added in Leviticus 19:18, noting we should strive to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.

C.  All human responsibility to a life in service to the Lord can be divided into three categories.

1.  There is man’s religious responsibility – the duty he 

      owes to God because of his benevolence and awe 

      inspiring splendor.   Jesus exhibits this obligation in 

      His confrontation with Satan when in Matt. 4:10 He 

      quoted, “You shall worship the Lord your God and 

      serve Him only!”  To neglect this is to be guilty of the 

      most heinous form of ingratitude.

2.   There is one’s moral obligation. We should realize that 
      we need to care for one another due to the fact that 
  
      every person bears the image of God, and thus has 

      value.

3.  There is personal obligation – the duty that one has to 

     self as a consequence of his own worth because of, 
   
     once again, being in the image of our Creator, as well 

     as being His Temple.
D.  The Savior indicated that the sum of man’s earthly service is to:

1. Love God


2. Love your neighbor


3. Love yourself 

I. LOVING GOD
A.  In today’s world, it’s amazing that so many claim to believe in God, but don’t have a clue of what the term belief really involves.  The world likes to use God as a basis for profanity, a passing whim that is quickly being replaced by politics or science, or in moments of desperation, a spare tire until things get better.

B.  When you look at the word ‘belief’ in its Greek form, pistis, 
The term fidelity pops up.  Fidelity, as defined by Webster’s is, “Faithfulness to obligations, duties, or observances.”  Going further, it also, “is in exact correspondence with fact or with a given quality, condition, or event.”
C.  Paul knew the commitment required well when he wrote in Phil 1:23: “For me to live is Christ…”  For Paul, life simply had no meaning apart from serving God through Jesus Christ.
D.  Like the word fidelity, genuine love will be reflected in diligent obedience (Cross reference Jn. 14:15; Gal. 5:6). Love for God is not a mushy, superficial emotion, but it is a vibrant life-style of serious dedication and commitment to Him.


“My little children, let us not love in word, neither 


with the tongue; but in deed and truth” (1 Jn. 3:18).
E.  So how does someone go about learning to love something they can’t see, touch, or hear?  The answer is right in front of us.  When we are exposed to His Word, and see that He has loved us so much over the years.  1 John 4:9 reads that ‘We love, because He first loved us.’ 

F. We know that in John 3:16, Christ reveals the pure and simple truth of God’s love for us.  Who else but God would be willing to give up a part of Himself to benefit us?  His love isn’t an abstract emotion, rather it is a solid concretion based in the gift of His Son, who would go to a cross for all our sins.

G. This is God’s example of love for us.  It is demonstrative, unselfish, inexpressible, and unquenchable.  Those who are saved continue to seek His Face and yearn for a deeper commitment to him.  In Acts 17:11, according to the New American Standard, the members of the Thessalonian church were exhibiting ‘great eagerness’ in wanting to hear and learn more about the Lord.  The Greek word for this phrase, prothumia, literally means “forwardness of mind,” and shows a rich desire to seek His will and openly love Him, and that is what He seeks from us as Christians.
II. LOVING OTHERS

A.  Loving the Lord is one thing, but when you get into the subject of loving your neighbor, or others around you, it sometimes can be a touch more difficult.  Our enemies care nothing for us, our neighbors occasionally treat us badly, and even those in our family can disappoint us.  So how does one love those that are spinning their wheels in the mire of sin? 

B. The first part, as mentioned before, is that we must realize that everyone is a product of a divine creation, and therefore is a being of value.   Genesis 1:26-27 gives us this account in detail, and helps us realize that we aren’t just a pile of carbon atoms with water holding us together, which developed some semblance of thinking skills and the ability to use duct tape.
C. Second, it is important to remember that we are to put those around us above our needs.  Paraphrasing Paul in Philippians 2:3-4, we need to put others better than ourselves; not looking each at our own things, but each of us to the things of others.
D. So how does one go about this?  Jesus once said “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  Sometimes we have to sacrifice all that is important to us, so that others may receive the help they need.
E.  So does love just overlook the sin in an individual’s life?  No!  Remember when I said love wasn’t a mushy emotion?  Here’s were we can use it in real life—by holding each other accountable for our actions.  Also note that God love us, but despises rebellion against his will.  

F.  This said, we may not agree with everything that a single individual does, but we must continue to love the sinner and hate the sin.  After all, these people are succumbing to the onslaught of battling Satan’s barrage of sin and confusion.  Instead of being just another stumbling block, we need to strive to help these people understand that the love of God is an obtainable goal, and use our lives as examples.
G.  In this same questioning of Jesus, one of the scholarly Jews asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied to him with the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  

III. LOVING SELF
A.  This one will be short, sweet, and to the point because the truth is one must love themselves before loving anyone else.  Don’t get me wrong, I’m not talking vanity or narcissism.  I’m getting at the fact we need to love ourselves as vessels of Christ.
B.  Sin can flood our bodies in despair and self-doubt, clouding our vision of who we are in the sight of  the Lord.  So many of us judge ourselves by appearance, our ability to speak to others, or by problems with sin in our past.  We must realize that the Lord loved us enough to take that burden from us if we freely choose to allow Him into our lives.  
C.  That cross on Golgotha’s peak did more for us than we can ever possibly understand or comprehend in this lifetime. The redeeming blood of Christ can heal the wounds of any sinner.  And as true believers, that is a point to be proud of.  

Conclusion

A.  Today, in this building, in this town, this state, this nation, and this world, there are people yearning to experience love.  The only problem is that in our modern era, love has been cheapened by man’s physical limitations on it.
B.  We as Christians should strive to make ourselves examples of His calling.  Matthew 28:19-20 commands us to go, baptize, and teach, all the while remembering that in these things, we must exhibit the love and compassion that our Savior had for us. 
C.  To those that haven’t yet received Christ in your life—I stand here tonight as a friend, and as an example of what the love of Christ can do for anyone.  There are days I wished I only knew it sooner, but I know each day brings me closer to seeing Him face to face.  And man, I can’t wait!  I wish to offer you the same opportunity, to come before this body of believers and accept Him into your life.  I know that sometimes we hear that little voice inside telling us that we would never make it as Christians, or that it would be embarrassing to go in front of so many people.  Just remember, we never know when our time will come.  Love is a two way street—both parties have to accept and trust one another.  He’s love you, and tonight, you can prove you are willing to love Him.  
