OUT ON A LIMB 

(LUKE 18:18, 19:1-2)

INTRODUCTION


How hard is it for someone with everything in the world to get into heaven?  Even though we may not have a lot of money, we can still be rich in areas where God doesn’t want us.  Whether it is in sinful pleasures or self-conceit, we can be so full of our own desires that we tend to overlook God.  

Listen to these words by a poet I come across, and see where these fit into today’s lives:

Poverty is so hard to see
when it’s only on your TV and twenty miles across town,
He says, “more than just your cash and coin
I want your time, I want your voice.
I want the things you just can’t give me.”
So what must we do,
here in the west we want to follow you.
We speak the language and we keep all the rules
even a few we made up.

“Come on and follow me,
but sell your house, sell your SUV
sell your stocks, sell your security
and give it to the poor.”

“What is this, hey what’s the deal?
I don’t fool around and I don’t steal.”

“I want the things you just can’t give me.
Because what you do to the least of these
my brother’s, you have done it to me.
Because I want the things you just can’t give me.”

Tonight, I want to compare and contrast the lives of two men, both rich with power and wealth, but only one of them understands what Christ really wants from them.  He wants them to be willing to unload what is holding them back from seeing what God really has in store for them.  Let’s look at the lives of these two men closely and open our eyes to the real meaning behind being rich and being rich.
LUKE 18:18, 19:1-2

I.  WHO IS THIS RULER?

A.  One fact is clear—he wants to know about achieving eternal life.  He is racing to Jesus before He can get out of the city.

B.  Was he missing something?  Obviously, when he asked Christ about his gaining eternal life, he felt that he had to find some work in order to get to the answer he sought.  Christ asks if he followed the commandments, and the man states that he indeed did—all of them.  Something no one up to that point had done.    

C.  Has a working knowledge of the Law.  Not a faith-centered knowledge of the law.  He does what he has to in order to get by, but what are the reasons he does so?  Is it out of love for God, or had it become routine? 
II. WHAT DOES CHRIST SEEK HERE?

A.  Does He expect this man to fulfill the law completely?
Who could but Christ?


B.  Does He expect him to say I simply believe and stand there?  Not in the least.

C.  Christ wants him to something that would make the likes of Donald Trump pass out at the very mention of it—Sell all of his possessions and distribute it to the poor, then follow Him.  What happened?  The man went off in despair—not because he couldn’t keep God’s commandments, but he couldn’t keep his own commitment to the Master.  

III.  IT IS HARD FOR A RICH MAN

A.  Christ said that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.  Does that mean impossible?  Absolutely not, because what are the very next words Christ says?  Although man may not be able to do all things in this life, nothing is impossible through God.  Man cannot work his own way to salvation, it is God’s way he has to choose.  

B.  The rich man made the same mistake the Jews had made some 700 years earlier.  In Isaiah 65, the prophet warns Israel about their worship:

"I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask {for Me;} I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, 'Here am I, here am I,' To a nation which did not call on My name.  "I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk {in} the way which is not good, following their own thoughts, A people who continually provoke Me to My face, Offering sacrifices in gardens and burning incense on bricks; Who sit among graves and spend the night in secret places; Who eat swine's flesh, And the broth of unclean meat is {in} their pots.  "Who say, 'Keep to yourself, do not come near me, For I am holier than you!' These are smoke in My nostrils, A fire that burns all the day.

C.  There is one ingredient missing in the life of this rich young ruler.  Look at I Corinthians 13:1-3.  


“If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have {the gift of} prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. And if I give all my possessions to feed {the poor,} and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.”


God doesn’t just want our vain actions, our limited knowledge, or simple words—He wants our heart, mind, and spirit!  He wants more than anything else for us to love Him as He loves us.  This was realized by a certain vertically-challenged man named Zaccheus.
IV.  ZACCHEUS: LIVING PROOF

A.  Here’s a man that didn’t let his height get the best of Him.  He wanted nothing more than to see the face of the man everyone had been talking about, and he went above and beyond to catch even a glimpse of the Great Teacher.  He let go of his pride and climbed up a tree, which would have been viewed by the populous as childish and improper.  But Christ had a different view than those around Him.  A Chapter or so back, He had blessed the little children and said that men needed to have the same heart in order to enter into Heaven.  He didn’t see the act as shameful, but in contrast, saw this as an opportunity to minister to someone that needed answers.


B.  Christ tells the man to hurry, come down, and that he MUST have supper with him.  Pretty powerful words.  Jesus wanted to show him that tomorrow would be too late, now was the time to know the Master.  Zaccheus was more than happy to oblige.  He hurried down and gladly (joyfully in some translations) received Him.  

C.  Of course there are going to be people to blast this situation.  Remember, this was the Chief tax collector—a man that had the reputation of being a swindler, a thief, and a traitor to Jewish ideas.  He was the equivalent to trash in Jewish culture.  They chewed him down for his past, and looked at him with anger.
V.  FAITH IN MOTION

A.  Zaccheus went all out to see Christ, now he was willing to act on His belief.  He said that he would give half of all his possessions to the poor, and if he had cheated anyone in the past, then he would pay them back four fold over.  Four times back!  This would have been unbelievable to those around.  A tax collector giving to the poor, and moreover, paying back 4 times what he cheated people out of?  


B.  The law stated that if a man cheated another, then the payback would have been only the original value, plus 1/5th of that.  Zaccheus was willing to do more, and show that his heart and his mind were seeking repentance for his sins.  He was actually giving what a man would have to give if he stole a sheep or lamb and killed it.  Powerful isn’t it?   In some small way, He was willing to give to the people in the same manner as Christ would later.

C.  Christ was joyful in this and decreed that Zaccheus, a man that was looked down on, both spiritually and physically, was now labeled a son of Abraham—a follower of the truth behind the Law.  A man who allowed his heart and love for God to guide him rather than man’s self-made doctrine.
CONCLUSION


A.  Sometimes in the life of a person, the longest walk they will ever take is only about 12-18 inches—from here to here!  Although the rich young ruler had accepted the ideas of the Law, he never comprehended that there was something far more important to their development.  Zaccheus, on the other hand, opened his heart to Truth, and his eyes were opened to what needed to be done, and acted accordingly.  

B.  He didn’t just sit there and think, “All I have to do is believe that this guy is God.”  He acted upon it.  And that showed that the message had went from his mind to his heart.  Remember when Peter was giving the first Gospel sermon on the day of Pentecost?  What was the reaction of the people after receiving truth?  They were pierced to the heart.  They had accepted the truth, and now they wanted to know what to do about their sin problem.

C.  This evening, you have an opportunity to meet Him and His truth.  We offer a time of invitation for decisions that need to be made.  Perhaps tonight, you realize that you can’t go on any longer without experiencing Christ.  You have to believe in who He is, repent and change your way of life, confess Him as Lord of your life, be immersed under the waters of baptism, and be raised into the new life that only Christ can offer us. 
