KINGDOM BUILDERS OR KINGDOM WRECKERS? 
(Ephesians 2:19-22)
I.  INTRO

Have you ever seen a wrecking ball tear down a building?  Perhaps you’ve seen one of these shows on TV where a group of explosive experts plant dynamite on the foundation of a large high rise, and blow it up from the inside out—making it collapse on top of itself.  It’s amazing how short a period of time it takes to destroy something that took months, and sometimes years to produce.


Unfortunately, in the Church, the same can be said for those who continuously tear one another down without encouraging growth.  We can seek to help those that are either saved or unsaved, but how are we doing it?  Are we condemning them like an old run down building, or are we seeking to build them up and place their foundation on the solid rock of Christ?  Today, I want us to really look at our lives as Christians today, and see if we are kingdom builders or kingdom wreckers.  Are we edifying or defying the Word of God?  

Starting at verse 19 of Ephesians 2, we’ll go down to verse 22.


READ EPHESIANS 2:19-22

PRAYER


If you ever want a solid lesson on what the Church needs to be and how we need to work as part of the body of Christ, study the book of Ephesians.  Not only does it talk about unity.  Not only does it talk about the full armor of God.  Not only does it talk about the one Lord.  It also talks about encouragement and edification.  So what is edification?

II. EDIFICATION OF THE CHURCH


When we look at the scripture as it is translated in the New American Standard, the words “build up” appear.  In past translations, we see the word edify.  To "edify” something is to “build it up." Edification in the Greek, therefore, is simply the process of building up of a building.  As the body of Christ, we are also the temple of Christ.  The Scriptures tell us that individual Christians are building blocks or stones which are being used to build a godly house or dwelling of the Spirit.   Let’s go back and read verse 20.   

READ 2:20


As Christians we must each be about the task of "building up" the Lord's church. We must be part of the "building crew," not part of the "wrecking crew." We are called to Edify, and not to Demolish.  Yes, it is VERY important to correct each other and hold each other accountable, but what if you keep biting at them, and never encourage them?  All that is left is a nub, and how is that useful to the kingdom?  Remember what it says in I Corinthians 3:17?  

“If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the 


  temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.”
Paul writes, "Do not tear down the work of God ... but pursue the things which build up one another" (Rom. 14:19-20).

I think Dr. Henry Halley summed it up best when he wrote, “The body of Christ is being built up out of unworthy, sinful people, to be an everlasting demonstration of the kindness of God.”  The first thing we have to remember as Christians is that we are sinners saved by grace.  The second is that we are still human and make mistakes.  By remembering this, we can start the building up process.  So what do we get if we go about the work of building?    
III.  THE FRUITS OF EDIFICATION


A.  UNITY—If you have ever studied the Civil War, there was a period of time after the war called reconstruction.  After the bloodiest war in American History, both sides sought to rebuild the Union for the better.  This wasn’t an easy task to say the least.  Nevertheless, here we are, some 140 years later enjoying the fruits of that rebuilding.  Even though we may not agree with one another as far as politics or values goes, one common thread unites us—Freedom.  And everyday, we seek to improve that freedom.  Likewise for the Church, we have a common mind that we seek to strive for—Christ.  By building His kingdom, we strive in a united state, and if we strive to build on another up, we can enjoy the fellowship that is accompanied by this sense of unity.  This shouldn’t just be the goal of one or two of us, but all!  Look at Ephesians 4:11-12:

“And He gave some to be apostles, and some to be prophets, and some to be 

evangelists, and some to be pastor/teachers, for the equipping of the saints 

for the work of service, unto the building up of the body of Christ.”

As Christians we are all called to be ministers of the Word, Ambassadors of Christ, and teachers of the faith.  If we are to become effective in the outside world, we must strive to build each other up spiritually and to actively seek out the unity that is found only in Christ.

B.  ENCOURAGEMENT—Have you ever gotten a pat on the back from a boss at work?  Has your husband, wife, or significant other told you that they loved you?  How did that make you feel?  It probably built you up to do even more for them.  


Barnabas is always my favorite biblical example of one who actively seeks to encourage everyone he comes in contact with.  Come on, his name literally means “Son of Encouragement.”  The best proof I can think of is in Acts 9:26-27.  After the conversion of the Apostle Paul, we read that he wanted to gain the support of the other disciples:

“When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. 

   
But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus..”

If it wasn’t for the encouragement from Barnabas, where would Paul had gone?  Several of the others remembered his past and judged him on that.  But Barnabas sought to listen and understand what Paul had endured.  He encouraged Paul and presented him to the disciples and they accepted him.  After this encouragement took place, what happened?  Look at Acts 9:31

"the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up (edified); and, going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”


Thus encouragement leads us into being: 


C.  LIVING EXAMPLES—Once we start understanding the needs of people within the body, we can seek to fill their needs and continue the building process.  This will not only help build the ones that need help, but build us, and Christ.  We are observed daily by others, both inside and outside of the Body. Our example will impact the lives of others around us, either positively or negatively. Whether our brothers and sisters in Christ are edified or not may well depend upon the nature of our example.  

By being a poor example, we may actually "build up" someone to do that which would be harmful to them.  This is where the poisons of legalism and liberalism can taint a solid Christian role model.  We should remember that the road to heaven is narrow, and pushing too much into law or liberty can kill our relationship with Christ and each other.  
IV.  SOME WORDS TO THINK ABOUT

So why teach something most of us already know about?  An anonymous writer has described how we should view life in this world:
I watched them tearing a building down,

A gang of men in a busy town.

With a ho-heave-ho and lusty yell,

They swung a beam and a sidewall fell.

I asked the foreman, “Are these men skilled,

As the men you'd hire if you had to build?”

He gave me a laugh and said, “No indeed!

Just common labor is all I need.

I can easily wreck in a day or two

What builders have taken a year to do.”
And I tho't to myself as I went my way,

Which of these two roles have I tried to play?

Am I a builder who works with care,

Measuring life by the rule and square?

Am I shaping my deeds by a well-made plan,

Patiently doing the best I can?

Or am I a wrecker who walks the town,

Content with the labor of tearing down?

-- Unknown

INVITATION

Perhaps this morning you came in and felt that the world had completely torn you down.  That’s what Christ came to earth for.  As far as humans go, we are temporary at best.  But our souls cry out, wishing to find their place in eternity.  Do you want to start the foundation work today?  If so, that’s what we are here for.  Remember, faith comes from hearing, but faith alone isn’t all it takes.  A foundation can be sitting there for years, but where is the house that’s suppose to be built on it?  We have to repent of our old ways, and do a complete 180.  We have to confess Christ as our salvation.  We have to be immersed into the death, burial, and resurrection that Christ has instituted as Baptism, and we strive to do as the Lord would want us to.  Perhaps you have made the decision in the past and moved out into the world for a time.  There’s always room for retooling.  If you want to rededicate your life to serving Christ, now is the time as we sing hymn #_____.  
