CHOICE OF FREEDOM
(ROMANS 8:1-15)
I.  INTRO

Welcome to America, land of the free, home of the brave.  Where one can exercise freedoms to do as they please!  However, there is one little thing that you have to remember.  You have to be within the boundaries of law and not break them or else you may loose your freedom.  We do have the Bill of Rights, but there are also a number of laws that we have to keep in order to preserve our freedom, as well as the freedom of others!


When freedom in Christ is mentioned in most Christian Churches, there is some that would jump up and say “it’s about time we heard something about that,” and some would be saying, “Uh oh...liberty=liberalism.”  As Christians, we need to remember that along with following sound Christian doctrine comes freedom, just as following the laws in these United States does.

Turn with me in your Bibles to Romans the 8th Chapter.  We will start at verse 1 and read to verse 15.

READ ROMANS 8:1-15

PRAYER

II.  WHAT FREEDOM IS EXACTLY


The word in the Greek is el-yoo-ther-ee-o, and means liberty, to make free, or unrestrained.  In verse 2, we read:


For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.


It doesn’t matter how you live—whether in Christ or in the Law of government—there has to be a balance between law and freedom.  If we overstep our boundaries on either side, we risk losing our freedom.  Likewise, in being too legalistic or too liberal, we risk damaging our relationship with Christ, as well as the body of Christ, the Church.    In being called to freedom, we are called to a life that can be very frightening. The Old Testament Jews did not have to worry about this, because there were 613 commandments to guide all aspects of life. We have not been called to this as Christians. Why?

III.  DOES FREEDOM MEAN YOU HAVE RULES OR NOT?

Jesus lived His life for one very important reason— to fulfill the law.  He lived His entire life perfectly to the law laid down by Moses, fulfilling the obligation we today should have been made to do.  But, if we are followers of Christ, then the obligation has been lifted from our shoulders on to His.  Look again at verses 3-4:

For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

Thus, we have freedom in Christ from the Law.  His Grace has pardoned us if we accept it.  Does that mean we don’t have rules?  Absolutely not!  Christianity isn’t a call to anarchy!  We are called to a life that pleases God, and lawlessness is not the characteristic of Christianity. What should we do, then?   As someone said, we aren’t free to do what we want but to do what we ought. We have been called to liberty, and are subject to Christ. Our goal, in Colossians 1:10, reads:
So that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in knowledge of God.

In  I Thessalonians 5:14-22, we are given even more details:

We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.  Rejoice always;  pray without ceasing;  in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  Do not quench the Spirit;  do not despise prophetic utterances.  But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good;  abstain from every form of evil.

Pretty detailed, isn’t it?  That’s what God wants, but our humanity doesn’t want us to follow that!   Look again at Romans 8:7 and 8:

because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 


In summing this up, we should walk as Christ did.  Although we are human, and thus imperfect, we can strive to make our lives better through following God’s scriptures.  Nevertheless, we can choose the path of freedom we want to take.
IV.  THE CHOICE OF FREEDOM YOU WANT


God has offered mankind freedom to choose His way or the way of the world.  Each has its own freedoms, but only one promises to be eternal!  Although we can live freely in this time without God, it is only a matter of time before our time is up, and then what do we have?  Go back to Verses 12-13:
o then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 


Satan has the world fooled with the idea that freedom in Christ means you are a puppet to Christ.  See, the way the world looks at Christians is that we are shackled into slavery by God.  Paul often referred to himself as a dulos, or slave, to Christ.  Likewise, we come together and “serve” God.  So the idea of the world is that we aren’t free, but slaves to a menacing God.  If only someone could show them how mixed up that logic is!  

See, the shackles of the world are loose—The ball is made of Styrofoam, the chain paper clips, and are attached to the leg by thread. This allows people to do as they please....for a time.  But when the clock is up, and they die, the shackles tighten up, the ball becomes lead, the chains iron, and the thread turns to steel.  Quite literally, the wages of sin is death.  Not for a split second, either—Eternally.


But in serving Christ, the shackles of this world come off once we pass on.  No more sin to worry with, no more pain or sorrow, no more flesh, no more worry!  100% freedom, 100% joy, 100% happiness.  Can you imagine not having a care, just enjoying how perfect the Lord is?  Now that’s the kind of freedom I want!  And at this point, I know I have it!  Why?  Because I have been assured that as a Christian, I have the freedom from worry that comes from living a life according to Jesus.  His Grace has offered me pardon, and my life will reflect that grace.  Is that what you want?  Do you know you have it?  

V.  INVITATION


Over the course of generations from the start of the church to the present, several groups have sprung up proclaiming they have the right way, using their freedom in Christ to fulfill their own needs.  Paul warns us in Galatians 5:13 not to “use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh.”  Yet today, there are more than—get this—9,000 denominations in the world that proclaim Christ as their Savior.  This is stretching the liberty Christ offers to its limits.  In these modern times, far too many people are saying that freedom in Christ means that there are no rules except that you believe in him.  If we look at it in Biblical light, then this stance is actually freedom FROM Christ.  Some say all you have to say is the sinner’s prayer.  For some this may sound harsh, but until I see the Sinner’s prayer in the Bible itself—and that doesn’t mean on the back cover of a Gideon New Testament—I will continue to proclaim what is written.  I learned that the hard way—I looked it up myself.  I searched the scriptures to find a loophole and didn’t find a one!  That’s how I know that this is of God.  It’s perfect, and I can’t argue with it.  I’m not saying it to be mean, I’m saying it in the freedom Christ offers, and hoping that it shows someone the right path for that freedom.  

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 


Faith is the basis for belief, and not belief itself.  Faith leads to obedience.  Obedience leads to commitment.  Commitment leads to freedom.  Are you ready to find freedom in Christ?  If so the door is open for you.  We offer a time of invitation to anyone who seeks to find Christ in their life.  If you don’t know how to find that freedom, It starts with believing, then repentance—a complete 180 from your present lifestyle, then you confess Christ as the means of your salvation, you meet Him in His death through Baptism, and then commit to serve Him as a member of His body.  If you are already in His freedom, but feel a need to recommit and  grow closer to Him, this is also your chance.  Come and experience true freedom in Christ, as we sing Hymn #_____.  
