THE CHRISTIANS’ PATRIOT ACT

(Acts 11:19-30)

INTRODUCTION

By this point in American History, most of us have heard of the Patriot Act, a government –approved system of providing safety and security to our country in the wake of 9/11.  It’s quickly becoming hard to remember a time when there were no worries about terrorism, atomic annihilation, or who you could or couldn’t trust.  


But some 2000 years ago, God laid out the first foundations of His own Patriot Act—one that centered around peace and a like-precious faith.  Sure there were rules that accompanied it, but the freedom the people felt in following it was completely overwhelming.  It was continued proof that even in the face of adversity, God could be seen in those that sought His will and obeyed.  I want us to look at Acts 11, starting at verse 19, and I want us to put ourselves in the shoes of one man—Barnabas—and think about how much of an impact these people had on not just his life, but to all of us sitting in this building tonight.


Tonight, Christian Only isn’t just going to be a call for singularity and unity in the Body of Christ, it is going to be seen as a term of loving endearment, as a means of commitment, and as our Savior’s label for those that seek to be patriots in the Kingdom.  

READ ACTS 11:19-30
PRAYER

I.  WHAT’S IN A NAME 

In the past few centuries, a cloak has covered the body of Christ.  This cloak is made up of a patchwork of differing ideas, beliefs, opinions, and answers to many questions that are left in the human mind after glancing over the Word of God, and allowing opinion to override doctrine and freedom.  Denominationalism isn’t just a simple way of selecting how we worship Christ in our own way.  It is a labeling system that stretches Christ in all directions.  Rather that throw stones that have been cast over centuries by members of various faiths proclaiming to know the answer to the great salvation question, it should be noted that anger and division never won a soul to Christ.  Rather, the Master’s own actions should be seen in us as we pursue to build the Kingdom.  And what about that Kingdom?  Where can we start in understanding it?  Let’s go back to the basics and maybe come to a new understanding about the grand Kingdom that Christ has established.


In Acts 11, there is the very first mention of the word “Christian.”  This very term is special here.  The English translation only masks over what the Greek meant.  Gareth Reese, in his Acts commentary, writes on the scholars who studied the Greek:


“...the commentators who have largely ignored the Greek text, and have based their comments upon the English translations, have made some conjectures as to the origin of the name ‘Christian.’  Some suggest that the Gentiles outside the church, with no evil intentions, gave the disciples this name to distinguish them from the Jews who still adhered to the Law”   

In plain ol’ Robbie-English:  Some pretty smart guys decided that they would use the English translation of the Word to make an excuse for other labels; That this term is just a common, ordinary description of a group of people within another group.  From the Greek word for Called, the literal interpretation is to “divinely imitate or be called by,”  which would constitute a whole new level of seriousness in Luke’s writings.  
The word of God is like "seed" (Lk. 8:11) -- and one characteristic of seed is that it always produces after its kind.  An apple seed always produces an apple tree, and an orange seed produces an orange tree.
1. Unfortunately, Other religious teachings are also like seed, producing after their kind. 

a. The Roman Catholic Catechism will always produce a Catholic. 

b. The Augsburg Confession will always produce a Lutheran. 

c. The Book of Mormon will always produce a Mormon. 

d. The Book of Common Prayer will always produce an Episcopalian. 

e. The Methodist Discipline will always produce a Methodist. 

f. The Baptist Manual will always produce a Baptist. 
g. The Koran will always produce a Muslim.

2. The Methodist Discipline will never produce a Mormon, and the Catechism will never produce a Muslim. 

3. But what if the only "seed" sown was the New Testament, what 
          would result? 


Because seed always produces after its kind, the only thing that could possibly be produced by the New Testament is a Christian -- nothing more, nothing less, and nothing else!  It is from this that we realize just how important being a Christian is.  Barnabas was amazed at how on fire the first Christians were.  Look at Verse 23.

Not only was he encouraging them to strive further, but also he gave resolute attention to God.  The same name that the Church at Antioch wore was the one Barnabas bore as well—and they were proud of it!  God’s design and purpose was being seen all around them, and now it was time to spread it across the globe.  

II.  THE NAME THAT CALLS US TO BE COMMITTED

Some might feel that being labeled a Christian is too much responsibility.  In a world of laid-back attitudes and sub par work ethics, the Christian life seems to be more hassle than need.  The conditions are right to give birth to such notions as faith only, the sinner’s prayer, and acceptance on a handshake.  It’s from those that follow such practices we hear familiar terms, such as, “You can follow the Bible the way you want, I’ll stick to what my preacher says,” or “It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you believe in your heart you’re right.”  This is very dangerous ground to be standing on when you are talking about the hereafter.  

But it is wise to remember to do all teaching in love.  I hate to say this, but I know from personal experience and practice.  The days of going to someone’s house and preaching hell, fire and brimstone are over.  Fear isn’t the answer, but love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  The fruit of the Spirit mentioned 

Galatians 5:22-23. The Greek word for fruit (karpos) actually means to pluck from.  Thus, if we are Christians, who proclaim the name of our master, we will seek to love those who are unlovable by their actions, language, resistance, or proclamation of faith.  Moreover, we can’t expect results in an instant.  We have to be diligent and patient.  


My friend Vern Huber, minister at Anderson Christian, wanted to build up and work with the deacons and elders within the congregation, to lay out a more biblical foundation for the church.  At several of the leadership meetings, he would bring up taking classes to them about biblical leadership, with little to no action taken.  He will start teaching the class this Wednesday—after seven years of constant prayer, diligence, and gentle work.  Think this is strange or unusual?  


Go back to 11:25-26.  Barnabas, after spending time with these people, then goes and brings in a new powerhouse preacher—Saul of Tarsus.  Here was a man that killed Christians at one time, saw Christ on the road to Damascus, repented, prayed, was baptized, continued to seek God’s will over his own, and spend years building himself up to better serve Christ.  Now turn to Acts 17, verses 16-23, and skip over to 32-33.  He didn’t start off condemning them—he in fact noted that they were religious people.  He then went and proclaimed the message of Christ, and replaced ignorance of the Truth with understanding.  His didn’t grab them by the spiritual throat and slam them down, rather he took time to point out to them that there were errors being made and that they could change.  Some didn’t, but some did.  If we are to seek Christ in our own lives and then proclaim Him to all we meet, then we must be willing to do more than be irate, bible-thumping know-it-alls.  When Christ laid down the new commandment of love your neighbor, He was very serious. We are to love those we may disagree with, and be willing to offer support to them.  What if Barnabas hadn’t supported Paul?  What if Paul hadn’t supported those in Athens?  What is Christ hadn’t been compassionate to Saul?  What if Christ hadn’t been compassionate to us?   It’s definitely spiritual food for thought.  Now for one more aspect of the Christian Name:
III.  GOD’S OWN PATRIOTS


It is hard to image, but God wants us to be patriotic and proud about serving in His Kingdom.  When we think of patriotism, thoughts of Old Glory and the Star Spangled Banner dance in our heads, along side the sound of fireworks booming overhead.  In our nation, we have a wonderful freedom found nowhere else on the planet.  Most of us are very proud to call ourselves Americans.  Its people can virtually do as we want, so long as we adhere to the rules laid down by our government.  These rule help us to better serve our fellow man and aid in the building up of our country.  I think it’s safe to say that we all know where this land’s forefathers came up with the system of government we have today.  Centuries before, God laid out the Constitution of His Kingdom in the fabric of His Holy Word.  However, the central theme of the Kingdom isn’t power as in man-made kingdoms, but love and honor in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  And what better constitution and system to live under.  As the citizens under the rule of a powerful and merciful leader, we are offered tasks within the Kingdom where our abilities can benefit His needs, as well as the needs of others.  Look at 11:27-30.  

The needs of those who were in Jerusalem were met by those same Christians that were in Antioch.  The same ones that found freedom in Christ and willingness to pursue His Kingdom.  Those same folks that brought in more people so that they could be trained to go and evangelize the lost world.  The very same people that stood up and proclaimed loudly that they were Christians and proud of it, even if it meant dying for the cause!  These were the people that exemplify Peter’s words in his first letter when he said, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of the darkness into His marvelous light.”  Truly as unified Christians we are one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all who are apart of the Kingdom.  In a divided, strained world where we live, doesn’t help to know you are part of a truly United Kingdom?  Don’t hide your name, be proud of it and stand firm for it.  
CONCLUSION


Some of you who cruise Main Street on Friday or Saturday nights might have seen the man who proclaims Christ on the street corner.  Those of you who don’t know him, this is a man who suffers from mild mental illness from years of drug abuse and alcoholism.  He visited Lebanon one day and happened into Speedway while I was on the clock.  He was more charismatic than Christian, but he made a statement that impressed me.  He asked me if I was denominational, and I told him that I was Christian only.  He smiled and said “Amen, anything that divides the body of Christ isn’t right!”  Wow!  Here is a man that has been seriously damaged by his sins but still understands the singularity of Christ, and although I may not agree with some of his ideas, I will give him this—he’s off to a good start.  I told him that if he ever wanted to discuss scripture to call me up and I’d be there in a minute.  The man may have been different to all of us, but in all honesty, aren’t we to be different as well?  If one of us doesn’t take every opportunity offered, where will we be?  More importantly, where will they be?  


Perhaps tonight, you aren’t apart of the kingdom.  In Acts 4, the Apostles proclaimed that there is no other name under heaven that we can be saved!  No other way!  The master Himself, Jesus, clearly specified what must be done to be saved from our sins. 
1. We must believe in Him: "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" (Jn. 3:16).   
2. We must repent of our sins: "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish" (Lk. 13:3). 

3. We must confess our faith: "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven" (Mt. 10:32,33). 

4. We must be baptized for the remission of sins: "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mk. 16:16). 

As long as we believe and practice only the Lord's will, we will be the Lord's church -- and nothing else.  We offer this time of invitation to those with decision that may need to be made.  If you are one, please don’t hesitate.  The Lord wants you to join in with Him this very night.  We will sing the first stanza of hymn #______.  
