Death and the Bible—Lesson 2

What are Some Myths About Death?

INTRODUCTION TO MATERIAL:  This is the second of six studies on the purpose, design, and ideas that are apart of death.
TARGET AUDIENCE:  This lesson is geared primarily to an adult Sunday School class, or to be used as a Wednesday night study.
OBJECTIVE:  Through a study of the scriptures, we will try to (1) show a number of misconceptions with death as it pertains to “Christendom,” (2) reinforce the original lesson’s focus of death as a new beginning, and (3) to aid the individual in answering questions that might be brought up in a conversation about the hereafter with a lost individual.

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE REFFERENCES:
Acts 17:25
Romans 5:12
Luke 16:19-31

Lev. 19:31

Lev. 20:6, 27
2 Cor. 5:10
Death and the Bible—Lesson 2

What are Some Myths About Death?

I.  Introduction
In today’s very mixed-up world, there are a number of ideas about what lies in the hereafter.  The Muslims think if you commit suicide for the cause of allah, then they will be blessed with 76 virgin concubines in the next life.  Hindu followers feel that we will be reincarnated until we find spiritual equilibrium.  Mormons think if you want to save your dead relatives, you can be baptized in their place.  These are just a few of the more exotic answers to what happens in death.  In this lesson, we will go over a few that make sense intellectually, but miss the boat when it comes to biblical backing.

II.  A Few Points of Interest

Death is simply our body giving out, a basic biological function.

To the average atheist, death is no more than the end of earthly life. But to those that are part of the Christian way of life, it is so much more.  Just as life is a gift from God (see Acts 17:25), so death is a divine punishment for sin. This does not mean that every time someone dies that it is the consequence of personal sin—even babies that haven’t known sin die.

God warned Adam that death would surely be the result of disobedience (Gen. 2:17). We are living (no pun intended) proof of this today!  “All have sinned, and fallen short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23) and “...through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned” (Romans 5:12).

Adam stood as the representative of the human race—he was the one that would either make or break the human race. When man first went against the Law of God, humanity was forced to suffer the consequence of that one mistake–even though not the blame of “Original Sin.”

Skeptics ridicule the biblical narrative regarding the commencement of death. However, Death is an argument that no scientist or skeptic can answer.  They can’t stop it or explain its “physical purpose” anymore than I can.
Death is the Path to a New Worldly Existence.
In India, 400 million Hindus believe in reincarnation. This is the idea that the human soul passes through a series of earthly phases, that being bodies of either human or animal. New agers have popularized the idea of the transmigration of the soul.  It has been noted that more than half of the American public believes that this is possible.  This is completely against the Word, which states that each human being will give an account to the Lord for the deeds done in this body— not bodies (2 Cor. 5:10).
Death is Permanent
This once was a popular thought of a group of Jewish leaders known as the Sadducees.  To this day, there are those that contend that life is simply over when we die—The ol’ eat, drink, and be merry concept.  The problem with this is that the Bible states that there is a spirit within each and every one of us.  How can our spirit, which is the sole remaining thread of our sinless, eternal living past, possibly disintegrate to nothing?
Death isn’t the end of your chance to be saved.
Today, this is considered one of the most popular beliefs we come across in Christian ministry.  There are a vast number of religious systems that say we are in limbo after death, and have a chance to be freed through the acts of those that are still alive.  Roman Catholicism, for example, has the doctrine of purgatory— the place where souls are “purged,” or burned, of sin before they enter heaven.  Mormons, as mentioned in the intro, support the notion of “baptism for the dead”—a huge hermeneutical error on the part of its scholars.  Even the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that salvation isn’t confined to this time on earth.
Remember the parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man (Luke 16:19-31)?  In it, there is a place of peace, and a place of torment separated by a great chasm.  The rich man wanted Lazarus to go back and tell his brothers about the pain, but Abraham wouldn’t allow it because they had the same chance to know the truth that the rich man had.  The undeniable truth is plain to see—we cannot jump this chasm through the acts of others.  The only way to meet in paradise and to keep out of Gehenna (we’ll learn more about these places in lesson 4) is to obey Christ while in this life.  THERE ARE NO SECOND CHANCES.
It Is Possible to Communicate with the Dead


According to some recent surveys, more than half of all Americans believe they have been in contact with the dead.  Remember, if the rich man of Luke 16 could have communicated with his brothers on earth, he surely would have done so, but it was impossible to reach them. To make the matter even more concerning, the Scriptures condemn even an attempt to contact the dead (Lev. 19:31; 20:6,27).

III.  Conclusion


Death is a very serious subject, and unfortunately, it is handled as poorly as the teachings of salvation. Just as it is important to know how one is saved by Christ through belief in the Gospel message, repentance and confession, baptism and living the life, it is necessary to realize what is important to the hereafter.  It is placed on the shoulders of the serious Bible student to study the Scriptures so that he does not fall into any of these fallacious views.   Remember, the Word of God is infallible and any strange teaching or unusual tradition should be weighed by what is contained in these sacred writings (2 Timothy 3:16).  If they don’t measure up, then the belief should be disregarded, and the messenger corrected in love.
LEARNING BY DOING

What are Some Myths About Death?

What are some more false ideas that you can think of that people have pertaining to death?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Calvinism claims that we cannot change the decision of God because He has already predetermined if we are apart of the Kingdom or not.  What are some of the Biblical reasons this idea would be considered erroneous? 

1.____________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________________

4.____________________________________________________________

5.____________________________________________________________

Life Application 101

Go back and study Luke 17:19-31 carefully.  Be prepared in case you have an encounter with someone who may be teaching something contrary to the Scriptures. 
