Death and the Bible—Lesson 5
What is the Ultimate Fate of Man?
INTRODUCTION TO MATERIAL:  This is the fifth of six studies on the purpose, design, and ideas that are apart of death.   

TARGET AUDIENCE:  This lesson is geared primarily to an adult Sunday School class, or to be used as a Wednesday night study.
OBJECTIVE:  In this section, we will try to (1) understand the thoughts of several different philosophies, (2) see the overall truth of a final judgment and a second death, and (3) show its relationship to our choices in life and final separation—either from evil or from God.

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE REFFERENCES:

John 3:16

2 Peter 3:9

Matthew 25:31-46
Matthew 7:23
Revelation 14:9-11

Revelation 20:10
Death and the Bible—Lesson 5

What is the Ultimate Fate of Man?
I.  Introduction

In the realm of “Christendom” today, a number of people are confused about what the meaning of the second death is in the Bible.  Many feel that the doctrine of Hell is too harsh, or on the extreme hand, false teaching.  If you ask someone if will go to Hell after they die, the majority will tell you no.  Ask why they feel this way, and they will answer you with a number of responses:

“I’m a pretty good person.”

“I give a pretty penny to charity.”

“I go to church.”

There are so many misunderstandings today that one could spend years trying to come up with Biblical arguments against them.  Some have taken the stand of “universalism” (the idea that all mankind will be saved ultimately). Still others argue for the “extinction” theory (the notion that the lost will finally cease to exist).  To these folks, either we are all getting there, or those that don’t are going to be gone in a flash—no suffering, no pain.  This lesson will deal with these concepts individually, and look at what the Bible says about the second death.   
II. What do we need to believe?
One More Look at the Term Death


The terms that refer to death are found some 250 times in the New Testament alone. Though the use of the words may vary, depending upon the context, the main idea of “death” is one of “separation.”  When we die physically, our spirit separates from the mortal flesh.  For example, the death of Rachel, Jacob’s wife, was described as her “soul” departing from her “body” (Gen. 35:18).  When someone dies spiritually, they are being alienated from God.  When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they died.  They didn’t physically die at this point, they were separated from fellowshipping with the Lord.  Thus, they died spiritually.  When evaluating each idea, remember that death=separation.

Universalism


This would be a wonderful idea—if it were true!  The basis for this argument comes from three major points that are drawn from, but not completely on, what the Bible says:


1) God is Love.  If God loves man enough to send His own Son to die
 
    for us, then He loves all of us enough to keep everyone of us
  
    around.  Based on John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9.

2) God’s Own Image.  God couldn’t destroy something made in His
         
    own image—could He?


3)  God’s Grace is Irresistible.  The Calvinistic idea of unending 

     grace is key to the doctrine of universalism.  God’s grace 

     completely blankets mankind.
Annihalationism


What if evil could be done away with in a blink of God’s Eye?  If annihalationism was true, then it would be just that simple.  In the final judgment, the followers of this idea say that instead of suffering in Gehenna Hell, the people who haven’t followed and obeyed God and Christ will be incinerated instantaneously.  This completely blows away any worry about agony and pain in Hell.

Time for Truth 


Both universalism and annihalationism have a common thread—the lack of a judgment and second death.  If you have studied the Word any at all, you realize that 1) there is a great judgment that will separate the saved and the condemned (Matthew 25:31-46), and 2) the saved will enter into the gates of Heaven, and the condemned will suffer throughout eternity (Matthew 25:41).  This is just one section of scripture, and there are countless others that deny both of these.  Only by a complete disregard for the plain meaning of the inspired narratives could such a conclusion be drawn.
The “Second Death”

The second death is an ultimate and eternal separation from God. The expression is found four times in the book of Revelation ( 2:11; 20:6,14; 21:8).  This condition is characterized as the second death because it follows physical death; it is designated as death because it is the final separation from the Lord (Matthew 7:23; 25:41; 2 Thes. 1:9).  How would it sound if the scripture said “the second annihilation.” Obviously, this is an oxymoron—nothing can be destroyed twice.  The very expression represents an absurdity. There is absolutely no biblical evidence that Hell will involve the extermination of either Satan, evil angels, or wicked humans, nor the lack of wicked people in Hell (Mt. 25:41, 46; Revelation 14:9-11; 20:10).  But, something can be separated twice.  The judgment will be just that—the  final separation of souls that are eternally separated from one another.  Those that will suffer the fate of damnation will be 100% cut off from the love of God—not for a split-second, but for eternity.  Those that will reign in Heaven will be separated from pain, agony, suffering, misery, and spiritual separation from God.  
III. Conclusion


Man-made plans, such as universalism and annihalationism, go against the direct revelation of the Lord and have no place in His Church.  These false teachings undermine the full force of that fearful warning God would have men be aware of. There are a number of rebellious souls out there who would love to himself in a lifetime of sin for absolute freedom in Christ or an eternal nothingness.  The human soul was never intended to be separated from God, but in our forefather Adam’s selfishness tore him from the arms of our Lord.  Even though this happened, our souls cry out to seek eternity with Him again.  It is up to us to determine whether or not we will make it there or not.
LEARNING BY DOING

What is the Ultimate Fate of Man?

Has God already judged us and predetermined our fates?  Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Can someone loose salvation if they fall away from the faith?  Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Life Application 101

In recent times, there have been debates about whether the Christian Church needs be more open to evangelical practices.  How do you feel about this openness and is it comparable to the lesson that we just finished?  If so, then how?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
