Death and the Bible—Lesson 6

Death Leads to the Wonder of Eternal Life

INTRODUCTION TO MATERIAL:  This is the last of six studies on the purpose, design, and ideas that are apart of death.   

TARGET AUDIENCE:  This lesson is geared primarily to an adult Sunday School class, or to be used as a Wednesday night study.
OBJECTIVE:  In this section, we will try to (1) help the Christian come to grips with the wonder of eternal life, (2) illustrate the freedom in Christ we have now and in the hereafter, and (3) evaluate our present spiritual condition.

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE REFFERENCES:
John 3:16-17

Hebrews 12:1-2
1 Corinthians 15:20,23
2 Timothy 1:10
(John 11:7-27)
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I.  Introduction

Since our earliest recorded history, man has pondered life after death, and the idea that there is something greater after we leave this life.  It doesn’t matter who you are or what you profess to believe, deep inside our hearts we burn with the hope of seeing the afterlife in reality.  Today, our heightened sense of logic can often blind us from the truths God has revealed through His Word.  In our final study, we will look at the promise of eternal life and the only way we can obtain it.  We will also illustrate the promise of freedom we have if we actively seek His will in our life.  
II.  The Freedom We Have in Christ

Two ideas appear to have been ruled among the ancients about the future.  1) There is an abode for the soul of man in his post-death environment; and, 2) preparation must be made for that journey.  In our studies, we have talked about physical death, spiritual death, where we go after death, judgment, and the second death.  But after Christ comes and calls His Church home...what happens?  In John 11, Christ says, “If anyone live and believes in Me, he will never die...”  A life in Christ offers us one absolute freedom if we stay faithful—freedom from the worry of condemnation.  This freedom is not a validation to allow us to continue on in a life of sin and corruption.  A great many will tell you “Once saved, always saved,” but the major point is that we have to CHOOSE to follow Christ.  Christ will not force His grace and pardon on us.  Remember, it says if we LIVE and BELIEVE—not just believe.  


     In recent times, many have followed the world’s idea of the here and now—the afterlife is a fairy tale concocted to make people feel better about their lives.  Let’s look at it this way:  At one time, a majority of the world’s population felt that the world was flat.  Exploration later proved that the Earth was round, but did it become round just because some one sailed around it?  Absolutely not.  If one day, mankind denies that immortality exists through Christ, will that make the idea of spiritual immortality wrong?  Never!  God has promised us life through His son (John 3:16-17), and if there ever comes a day that people refuse to believe the Gospel, we who know Christ will not change course to suit the world’s needs, but strive to meet His.  This is all part of the beautiful freedom in Christ we have if we are His Children.

III.  The Promise that Awaits.


Of all the verses in the Bible, there are a select few that compare to what the writer of Hebrews said about living this life out for Christ and seeking the hereafter:


“Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily besets us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the author and finisher of the faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2).

Christ is our ultimate example of how to run the course of life.  By keeping our eyes fixed on Him—through prayer, the reading of the scriptures, and yielding to His will—we will succeed along side Him.  Thus, the resurrection of Christ from the tomb became the divine guarantee of a post-death existence. Jesus was merely the “first-fruits” of those who sleep (1 Cor. 15:20,23).  In accepting His authority, we lay claim to the promise Jesus offered by way of His death, burial, and resurrection. Truly, “immortality” has been brought to light by means of the gospel message (2 Tim. 1:10).
III.  Conclusion

Throughout these lessons, I have mentioned John 11 a number of times.  Some may ask why pound a scripture so hard into our minds?  I want us to look at this section very closely one more time:


So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days.  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off; and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their brother.  Martha therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him, but Mary stayed at the house.


Martha then said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.  Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You."


Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."


Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."


Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:7-27)

Jesus loved His friend Lazarus very much—He even wept upon arriving.  But this had to be done in order to show just how much He loved all of us, and not just Lazarus.  Notice the bold printed words.  This is His greatest promise to us, and the one that we have to be willing to choose.  His grace isn’t forced on us like the Calvinists feel.  We have to believe in His offer and accept it willingly.  


I love that question He asks Martha at the end—Do you believe this?  
It is so amazing that He still is asking that question today.  Each and every time a person opens the Bible for the first time, every time a Christian witnesses their faith to another, and every time someone seeks out the answers by attending a worship service, He asks it.  The freedom He offers came at a high cost—His own life.  But we are the ones who reap the reward of eternal life through His love and grace.  Have you answered His question?  

LEARNING BY DOING
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What is some reasons many people chose not to believe in an afterlife?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
What are some of the other freedoms we have through living in Christ?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Life Application 101

Re-read Hebrews 12:1-2.  How can you better the race you are running toward Christ, and how can you better live your life towards serving Him?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

