The Same Sex Controversy:
Born That Way or Born Again?

Key Verses:  Leviticus 18:22, 20:13 and Romans 1:24-32


Several years before I became a Christian, I watched a certain sitcom that was rather popular and, at least at the time to me, very comical.  There was one episode in particular that made me scratch my head and think about what they were trying to get across.  Two of the characters were mistakenly labeled as homosexuals by a college newspaper.  Although they were offended by the torrent of people asking if the article was true, and even though they struggled to clear their name of being kicked out of the closet, both men continuously exclaimed, “Not that there’s anything wrong with it!”   


It is truly amazing to examine some of the events that have taken place since the first time that television show aired.  For years, scientists and psychologists have professed that anyone that has homosexual tendencies or consistently are involved in a same-sex relationship must be predetermined--by genetics--to be in that “condition.”  In some states, it has become legal for same-sex couples to be married, adopt children, and claim the same tax benefits as traditional married couples.  Some mayors have gone out on a limb and married same-sex couples even though state laws prohibit such actions.  Protestors proclaim that homosexuals are having their civil rights violated—a move that some African-Americans have denounced as ludicrous.  Even some denominations have broken down and allowed actively gay people (both men and women) to serves as ministers, bishops, elders, and deacons.   If you think that rural areas are immune to such problems, think again.  Kentucky is quickly becoming a major battlefield in the gay rights controversy.  Here are just a few of the controversies witnessed in the past two years:

· In Boyd County, the courts have allowed a branch of the Gay/Straight Alliance to meet during school hours, while ministers are banned from even entering into the buildings for fear they may actually talk to students in the lunch rooms and hallways.  

· In Marion County, two women had an acclamation service to show that they were life-partners and should be accepted in the community just as a husband and wife would be.  This practice is becoming more common in states that do not allow official civil unions to take place, and seeks to counter the sacred covenant of marriage between a man and a woman.  
· Finally, a member of the State Senate from Lexington has admitted that he is openly gay.  When a recent vote came up in the senate that would place an amendment to ban civil unions on the November ballot, said lawmakers had bowed to a "mob mentality.1” The mob he may be referring to could be several voters that had participated in a poll by the Courier-Journal of Louisville from May 5th through the 11th, which showed that 70 percent of those surveyed are for an amendment that would ban both gay civil unions and marriage. 2   So who’s agenda is he serving—the people or his own?

Today, we as Christians are faced with one of the greatest challenges to our faith since the Restoration Movement started—proving that homosexuality is both sinful and scripturally unacceptable behavior.  Have you heard many ministers preaching about the perils and depravity involved in homosexual lifestyles lately?  Probably not, because in the vast majority of churches, both denominational and Christian, our ministers are more inclined to preach the softer subjects that make people happy they came to service on a Sunday Morning.  Sin isn’t a good subject among today’s more liberal congregations, and in today’s crumbling society, we need to address these problems more than ever.

So what examples can the Word of God give us to reflect on the seriousness of the sin of homosexuality and to also aid in ministering to those that are guilty of said sin?  We all know Sodom and Gomorrah’s fate for “acting wickedly” (Gen 19:7), but it goes past the Patriarchal Ages, and into the time of Old Testament Law.  In Leviticus 18:22, there isn’t any other way to take what is recorded:


“You shall not lay down with a male as one lies with a female; it is an 


  abomination.” (v.18:22 NASB)
 An abomination, as defined from the Hebrew word towebah3, is a disgusting act of disobedience, and can be associated with idolatry and selfish desires.  Homosexuality is, in essence, the idol worship of members of the same sex, and when one participates in this activity, they replace God’s wisdom with that of man’s egocentric form of wisdom.  Thus, a form of the same disobedience that aided in ending man’s close relationship with the Lord in Eden is still apparent in our world today.

Then there is the popular argument that homosexuals, like alcoholics, have a genetic predisposition to their “condition.”  Biblical truth documents that the Lord gave man free will to chose right from wrong, as well as see the errors that sin can lead to.  In the very first chapter of Romans, Paul records the same problems going on in the center of the ancient world as are going on today.  People were choosing to allow their physical wants to control their actions, lifestyles, and service to the Lord (or lack thereof).  



“For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their 


women exchanged the natural function for that which was unnatural, and 


in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the 


woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men 


committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due 


penalty for their error.” (v. 1:26-28 NASB)

Why would the Lord hand these people over to their darkest desires if He wishes all men to know Him?  These verses can be seen in several different lights and need to be studied in detail:
· One of God’s greatest gifts to man is the ability to choose freely the values that the individual sees as right.  With this in mind, if one wants to know where the Lord stands on certain issues, it is up to the individual to study and find the answers that lie in His perfect Word.  

· Further evidence to Christians that change is necessary in order to serve Christ.

· Romans 1:17 cross-reference


So how does one approach this delicate subject and still remain true to God’s Word?  According to the Old Law, homosexuality was punishable by death to both parties involved (See Leviticus 20:13).  Unfortunately, it would seem that many people still hold this part of the law in their hearts.  Although homosexuality is wrong in the eyes of the Lord, hate crimes and abusive behavior against those that profess to be are considered equally sinful.  Like any situation that involves sin, Christians should always remember to love the sinner and hate the sin that is causing them to loose sight of the Lord’s plan in their life.  
